
STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD 
BOARD WORKSHOP SESSION – DIVISION OF FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

MARCH 3, 2020 

ITEM 5 

SUBJECT 

PUBLIC WORKSHOP ON THE POLICY FOR DEVELOPING THE FUND 
EXPENDITURE PLAN FOR THE SAFE AND AFFORDABLE DRINKING WATER 
FUND 

DISCUSSION 

The Safe and Affordable Drinking Water Fund (Fund) was established through Senate 
Bill 200 (SB200) in July 2019.  The Fund will provide $130 million per year that will be 
used to develop and implement solutions for water systems that are not sustainable or 
have violations of drinking water standards.  Types of projects include, but are not 
limited to, consolidation with a larger system, provision of interim replacement water, 
planning assistance, reducing operations and maintenance costs, and funding for 
administrators.  Projects generally must benefit a disadvantaged community or low-
income households or communities. 

The State Water Board is developing a Policy for Developing the Fund Expenditure Plan 
(Policy) for the Fund.  The Policy will establish and document the State Water Board’s 
direction on how the Fund Expenditure Plan (the Plan) will be developed.  The Policy 
identifies and defines key terms and metrics; describes how proposed remedies will be 
identified, evaluated, prioritized, and included in the Plan; establishes a petition process 
for consideration of consolidation orders for disadvantaged communities; and includes a 
public hearing requirement. 

The Draft Policy was released for public comment on January 3, 2020 and discussed at 
the first Advisory Group meeting on January 13, 2020.  Public comments were due on 
February 3, 2020 and were discussed at a second Advisory Group meeting in mid-
February.  Revisions to the draft Policy are being made to address comments made by 
the Advisory Group and in response to written comments received; and to add details 
and clarity to items such as funding strategy, prioritization criteria, and metrics.  Other 
specific requirements will be included in the Fund Expenditure Plan, which is anticipated 
to be considered for Board adoption in June 2020.  Expenditures from the Fund on or 
after July 1, 2020 must be consistent with the Fund Expenditure Plan. 

The State Water Board’s ongoing effort to bring economically vulnerable communities 
safe and affordable drinking water is now referred to as the Safe and Affordable 
Funding for Equity and Resilience (SAFER) Drinking Water program to accurately 
reflect the mandate and comprehensive approach to making water a human right in 
California.  The SAFER Drinking Water program combines existing State Water Board 
funding streams with the new funds and authorities for the Board under SB 200. 
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At the workshop, staff will discuss the Draft Policy, summarize comments received, and 
discuss potential changes to the Draft Policy.  The Board may provide staff with 
direction on the Draft Policy.  In addition, staff will discuss the status of the broader 
SAFER program. 

POLICY ISSUE 

Discuss revisions to the Policy at the Board Workshop. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

The adoption of the Policy later this year will assist the Division in finalizing the Fund 
Expenditure Plan.  The Plan is an annual document required by statute which will 
document past and planned expenditures and prioritize projects for funding. 

REGIONAL BOARD IMPACT 

Eligible projects statewide may be funded by the Fund and will require collaboration and 
engagement between DFA and Division of Drinking Water Districts and, in some cases, 
with the Regional Water Quality Control Boards. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

None. 
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